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“We shape our buildings and afterwards, our 
buildings shape us”
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When to think of your security??



Heritage and cultural property crime can be 
defined as any offence involving damage or 

loss to the historic environment, including all 
offences involving cultural property.

ACPO Heritage and Cultural Property Crime National Policing Strategic Assessment 
2013

400,000 Sites & Buildings

Designated as Heritages Assets 

What is Heritage Crime?



2011 = 200 Heritage Crimes/Incidents per day



The Science of Crime Prevention & 
Counter Terrorism



The Science of Crime Prevention & 
Counter Terrorism



The Ten Principles of Crime Prevention

• Target hardening

• Target removal

• Remove the means to 
commit crime

• Reduce the payoff

• Access Control

• Surveillance

• Environmental Design

• Rule Setting

• Increase the chance of 
being caught

• Deflect offenders



Further Considerations

• Remove attractions where possible. 

• If you have security flaunt it – signage.

• Illusion of occupancy.

• Onion Peel Principle 

• Intruder alarms & CCTV 



Deter, Detect, Deny, Delay & Response



Thief v Terrorist 



Risk Commensurate and Appropriate 
Measures



SBD and Sold Secure



Heritage compatible products



‘Heritage Crime Progress, 
Prospects and Prevention’ 

At a time when government 
agencies and media around the 
world are increasingly taking note 
of the implications of criminal 
activity for cultural heritage. 

This collection is the first to 
address the heritage crime 
problem in such an in-depth and 
holistic manner. ISBN-10: 
9781137357502 

www.bsia.co.uk/Portals/4/Publication
s/188-security-of-heritage-property-

guide.pdf

Further Guidance and Information



Historic England Crime Guidance Suite 

www.historicengland.org.uk
/advice/caring-for-
heritage/heritage-crime/



Partnership Working to Protect our 
Heritage



Thank you for your 
attention

Stephen Armson-Smith

stephen.armson-smith@essex.pnn.police.uk



Useful web addresses
• www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/

• www.bsia.co.uk/Portals/4/Publications/188-security-of-heritage-property-guide.pdf

• https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-counter-terrorism-security-office

• www.gov.uk/government/news/act-awareness-elearning - Corporate Counter Terrorism 
Guidance

• www.NCSC.gov.uk – National Cyber Security Centre

• www.essex.police.uk/

• www.police.uk

• www.securedbydesign.com

• www.soldsecure.com

• www.locksmiths.co.uk/public/about-us

• www.nsi.org.uk

• www.ssaib.org

• www.redbooklive.com - LPCB/BRE
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