
   

 

COURSES 2008-2009 
 
Here at Charlestown Workshops, home of the Scottish  Lime Centre 
Trust, we have been providing specialist advice and  training for the   
conservation and repair of Scotland’s built heritag e for nearly 15 years. 
 
A centre of excellence for traditional building ski lls, Charlestown     
Workshops offers a comprehensive training and educa tion programme 
ranging from 1 day hands-on workshops to longer cou rses that can lead 
to the attainment of National Vocational Qualificat ions in Masonry     
Conservation. 

We also offer bespoke training solutions for the co nstruction industry 
and have forged partnerships with local authorities  and other               
organisations with historic building projects. 

Several of our courses here at Charlestown Workshop s have recently 
been approved by ILA Scotland, the Scottish Executi ve scheme that can 
help you pay for the cost of your learning. Further  details can be found 
on our website. 
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C1 MAKING  AND USING TRADITIONAL  MORTARS  
03-04 Oct 2008  

26-27 Feb 2009 / 09-10 April 2009 / 11-12 June 2009  
£250+ VAT 
 

This popular 2 day workshop provides a sound understanding of the correct mix        
proportions and mixing techniques to use traditional mortars successfully. By the end of 
this course you will understand the ‘do’s and don’ts’ of working with lime mortars and 
gain a strong appreciation of the varied types of  pointing finishes. 
 
This workshop will enable you to complete pointing to traditional buildings to satisfy the 
needs of your clients and increase your business.  
 

COURSES FOR CONTRACTORS 
These courses are suitable for all general building contractors who undertake             
refurbishment, renovation and restoration work to traditional buildings. Please visit our 
website or contact us for full course details. 

C2 TRADITIONAL  MASONRY REPAIR 
09-11Sept 2008  
18-20 March 2009 / 01-03 July 2008 

£375 + VAT (Attendees must have completed C1) 
 
This 3 day workshop builds on the knowledge and skills gained on the ‘C1 Making and 
using traditional mortars course’. The workshop aims to enable you to complete      
seamless rebuilding and repair of traditional masonry to match original work. By the end 
of this workshop participants will be confident in using a variety of mortar mixes including 
lime based grouts to suit a variety of stone types including sandstone, granite and whin. 

The course deals with build types from ashlar to rubble walling as well as hand cast lime 
harling techniques and lime washing for finishing rubble masonry. Participants will be 
able to undertake sensitive surface repairs to ashlar and profiled stone to the highest 
standards using indenting, part indenting and mortared surface repairs 
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SURFACE REPAIR OF STONE 
30-31 Oct 2008 
05-06 May 2009 / 18-19 June 2009 
£250 + VAT 
 
Join us for this two day course led by David McPherson of Craigleith Masonry and    
designed to ensure successful surface repair to stone on flat work, angles, corners and 
minor molded details. 
 
The course includes correct cutting out, dressing back, filling and finishing. Participants 
will learn where to use cramps and anchorages, how to form supports and how to take 
profiles. 
 
In many cases, simple surface repairs can be less intrusive and cheaper  than replacing 
stone 

MECHANICAL  SPRAY HARLING  
11 Oct 2008 / 12 Dec 2008 
20 Feb 2009 / 29 May 2009 
£125 + VAT 
 
Join us for a day of practical hands-on training and you will soon be able to harl and  
render in lime and sand mortars with confidence.  Using the very latest cost effective and 
efficient  mechanical spray gun application with lime and sand mortars. 
 
This course covers selection, creation and application of appropriate mixes, finishing 
techniques and curing regimes, The advantages of mechanical spray harling with lime 
and sand mortars are that they have low shrinkage, speedy application, accuracy in coat    
thicknesses and easy curing. You will never go back to hand application! 

LIME POINTING 
10 Oct 2008 / 05 Dec 2008 
21 Feb 2009 / 30 May 2009 
£125 + VAT 
 
Have you ever been asked to re-point a traditional building using traditional materials? If 
you haven’t, you soon will be! 
 
Did you know that 40% of the UK’s housing stock is pre-1914 solid wall construction of 
stone or brick and lime mortar and should be repaired in the same materials. 
 
Join us for a day of practical hands-on training and you will soon be able to point       
traditional buildings in lime mortars with confidence. Learn to use the traditional lime and 
sand mortars with success…and increase your business! 

COURSES FOR CONTRACTORS 
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INTERNAL  AND EXTERNAL  PLASTERWORK  
11-13 Nov 2008 
03-05 March 2009 / 13-15 May 2009 
£375 + VAT 
 

Suitable for plasterers and others with ‘laying-on’ skills this workshop is taught by      
lecture, demonstration and practical activities by a leading traditional plasterer, Alex 
Hylands, of the Plaster Restoration Company.  
 
This intensive course is designed to expose those with existing experience of modern 
plastering materials to traditional lime based materials and the techniques for executing 
flat plasterwork schemes. These include traditional 3 coat plasterwork both ‘on the hard’ 
and ‘on lath’, formal external flatwork, ‘lined out’ work to replicate formal stonework, 
thrown finishes and those with added texture. 

DECORATIVE PLASTERWORK  
Please contact us to express an interest in this course 
£625 + VAT 
 

Suitable for plasterers and others with relevant tool skills, this workshop is taught by  
lecture, demonstration and practical activities and is led by traditional plasterer, Alex 
Hylands, of the Plaster Restoration Company. 
 
This week long intensive course is designed to expose those with plastering tool skills to 
the rudiments of traditional decorative plasterwork. 
 
Activities include running simple cornices in-situ, taking squeezes, making casts of    
existing profiles for replication and effecting decorative schemes using a combination of 
techniques. 

NEW! MARMORINO AND TEXTURED PLASTER  FINISHES 
07-08 Oct 2008 
18-19 Feb 2009 / 28-29 April 2009 / 25-26 June 2009 
£350 + VAT 
 
This unique course will introduce you to high quality Stucco Italiano Marmorino known in 
the UK as polished plaster. This course will be taught by specialists with years of       
experience in the manufacturing and application of specialist plaster finishes. The     
acquisition of these skills will provide a unique opportunity for you to add an additional 
specialist skill to your portfolio or a better understanding of the materials when specifying 
them. 
 
This course is suitable for a wide range of learners including plasterers, painters,     
decorators, designers and homeowners. Key points covered include preparing suitable 
backgrounds for application, application to produce a high quality finish, finishing edges, 
waterproofing and protection and maintenance and repairs. 
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NEW! RUBBLE  WALL  BUILDING AND REPAIR 
28-29 Oct 2008 
10-11 March 2009 / 21-22 May 2009 
£250 + VAT 

 
Join us here at Charlestown Workshops for a two day introduction to rubble walling. One 
of the most common build types seen in Scotland, the best way to understand this form 
of construction is to build it! This course is led by experienced stonemasons including 
James Innes and Graeme Brown. 
 
Over the course of this two day workshop you will build to completion a section of rubble 
wall giving an understanding of construction techniques and the materials used. By the 
end of this workshop you will gain the ability to create repair strategies for traditional 
rubble walling. 

ASHLAR  POINTING 
06 Dec 2008 
04 June 2009 
£125 + VAT 
 
Ashlar work has a reputation for being difficult to carry out, but this day long course will 
give you the skills needed to tackle ashlar pointing to satisfy the needs of your  client. 
This workshop is designed for building contractors, stonemasons, brick layers,          
semi-skilled site workers and homeowners with some practical experience. 
 
Key points covered include how to asses the re-pointing requirements for ashlar work, 
preparation of mortars to achieve consistent mixes for repeatability and cost effective 
work, preparation of stonework, control of background suction. Grouting with lime for free
-standing ashlar structures is also included and a case study of a 'butchered' ashlar job 
will be used to show the practical solutions to many of these problems. 

SVQ National Units in Conservation Masonry 
03-07 Nov 2008 
20-24 April 2009 / 06-10 July 2009 
£625 + VAT 
 
Those who have attended C1 and C2 can return to undertake assessment for National 
Units 1,2 and 3. Currently SLCT are the only provider of these units within the UK. To 
date, we have assessed and accredited a substantial number of candidates including 
stonemasons from several Scottish masonry contractors and more recently masons and 
site operatives from CADW. 
 

COURSES FOR CONTRACTORS 
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P2 MASONRY BUILDING CONSERVATION – PRINCIPLES AND TECHNIQUES  
02-04 Sept 2008 
11-13 Feb 2009 / 14-16 July 2009 
£375 + VAT (Attendees must have completed P1) 
 
Following on from ‘P1 Introduction to masonry repair in traditional buildings’ this 3 day 
workshop aims to provide confidence in the relevant principles, techniques and materials 
that should be used to repair traditional masonry buildings. 
 
Topics covered include mortar manufacture, practical repair methods and techniques, 
and aftercare of masonry repairs. This workshop provides sufficient  underpinning and 
practical knowledge of these materials to enable effective specification, application,   
supervision and snagging of conservation works. 

COURSES FOR BUILDING PROFESSIONALS  & HOMEOWNERS 
These courses are suitable for building and heritage professionals and owners of      
historic buildings who need to be able to determine best practice for the effective      
conservation and repair of traditional masonry buildings.  

P1 INTRODUCTION TO MASONRY REPAIRS IN TRADITIONAL  BUILDINGS 
18-20 Nov 2008 
25-27 Mar 2009 / 18-20 May 2009 
£375 + VAT 
 
This is our most popular course and it provides an introductory guide to the use of a 
range of traditional materials used for the effective conservation and repair of masonry 
buildings. A combination of lecture and practical teaching this course gives an           
understanding of traditional building technology. 
 
By the end of the workshop you will be able to recognise vernacular and historic finishes 
to masonry buildings and understand the performance characteristics of lime binders 
and sands. You will also gain an understanding of building diagnostics including defects 
and be able to determine simple specifications in relation to exposure, season,          
substrates and the nature of masonry repair including repointing, external lime finishes, 
internal plastering and limewashing. 
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LIMEWASH AND TRADITIONAL  PAINTS 
02 Apr 2009   

£125 + VAT 
 

This one day workshop aims to provide a sound understanding of limewash and other 
traditional paints, the materials used and application techniques.  
 
By the end of this workshop you will be able to determine different paint types assess 
their suitability for both interior and exterior use as well as gaining knowledge of surface 
preparation and successful application. 
 

NEW! LIME POINTING FOR HOMEOWNERS 
15 Nov 2008  
28 March 2009 / 05 June 2009 

£125 + VAT 

 
This one-day course is aimed at owners of traditional buildings who would like to       
undertake re-pointing works as part of a restoration project or simply as general       
maintenance. A practical hands-on training day, you will soon be able to undertake   
repointing works to your own building with confidence. 
 
The course will give you a sound understanding of traditional building technology,     
techniques and the materials to use when carrying out re-pointing works. 

NEW! MARMORINO AND TEXTURED PLASTER  FINISHES 
07-08 Oct 2008 
18-19 Feb 2009 / 28-29 April 2009 / 25-26 June 2009 
£350 + VAT 
 
FOR DETAILS SEE PAGE 5 OF THIS BROCHURE 

PLASTER  PATCHING AND REPAIR  
03 April 2009 
£125 + VAT 
 
This workshop is taught by lecture and practical demonstration by a leading traditional 
plasterer.  
 
Even the simplest plaster patch repair can have a  profound impact on the final results 
achieved in the decorating and finishing of surfaces. This workshop is taught by demon-
stration by a leading traditional plasterer, Alex Hylands owner of the Plaster Restoration 
Company. 

COURSES FOR BUILDING PROFESSIONALS  & HOMEOWNERS 
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For further information and bookings please contact   
Charlestown Workshops, Rocks Road, Charlestown, Fif e, KY11 3EN 

T: 01383 872 722 F: 01383 872 744 E: admin@scotlime .org 

www.scotlime.org 

MASTERCLASSES  

BUILDING CONSERVATION MASTERCLASSES  
£125 + VAT 
 
Our popular series of masterclasses continues for 2008/2009 covering technical,       
philosophical, aesthetic and practical issues related to specific conservation and building 
materials issues.  
 
Our masterclasses are suitable for building professionals who deal with historic buildings 
including conservation officers, architects, surveyors and engineers. Masterclasses are 
designed to assist building professionals with CPD requirements and to enhance their 
building conservation knowledge and understanding. CPD certificates are issued to all 
attendees.  
 
Forthcoming masterclasses are advertised in the ‘training’ section of our website. For 
advance notice of the masterclass programme please contact us to be added to our 
electronic mailing list. 

Supported by: 
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Course Booking Form 
To confirm your booking please book online at www.s cotlime.org 
or return this form with a cheque made payable to S cottish Lime 
Centre Trust. 
 
Tel: 01383 872722  Fax: 01383 872744 
Email: admin@scotlime.org 
 
 
Attendee Name:..................................... ............................................................. 
 
Company:........................................... ................................................................ 
 
Address:........................................... .................................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................................. 
 
Tel:............................................... ........................................................................ 
 
Email:............................................. ..................................................................... 
 
Course Name:....................................... .............................................................. 
 
Course Date: ...................................... ................................................................ 
 
 

Terms and Conditions of Booking 
 
Please note that course fees cannot be refunded if cancellation is received within two weeks of the 
course start date. Should you be unable to attend on your chosen dates we would be happy to 
transfer your booking to another course, however changes made within two weeks of a course 
start date will incur a £20 admin charge.  
 
The Scottish Lime Centre Trust reserve the right to make changes to this programme should this 
be necessary. Attendees affected by changes will be contacted as soon as possible.  



12  

 

The Scottish Lime Centre Trust are also able to deliver on site training, lectures, special 
events and satellite training programmes and have done so in conjunction with Historic 
Scotland, the National Trust for Scotland and many others involved in the historic built 
environment throughout the UK. 

If you require a training and education input into your heritage project, please contact us 
to discuss your needs. 

Situated in the historic village of Charlestown on the north shore of the Firth of Forth, our 
exhibition space is open to the public Mon – Fri, 9am – 5.00pm. The exhibition tells of 
the history of Charlestown, Scotland’s first planned industrial village, and the lime      
industry that played such a valuable role in the creation of Scotland’s built heritage.   
 
A visit to Charlestown Workshops makes a great day out for schools and community 
groups and we are able to arrange a number of ‘hands on’ activities if required.  
 
Charlestown Workshops are the perfect place for small conferences and meetings, we 
have room for up to 30 delegates in the pleasant surroundings of our lecture hall. Please 
contact us to discuss your visit. 

For further information and bookings please contact   
Charlestown Workshops, Rocks Road, Charlestown, Fif e, KY11 3EN 

T: 01383 872 722 F: 01383 872 744 E: admin@scotlime .org 
 

www.scotlime.org 
SCOTTISH LIME CENTRE TRUST is a charity registered in Scotland no: SC022692 
 and a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland no SC151481 


