
“Wood is Good”

Where

Shaw House 
Church Rd, Newbury 
RG14 2DR

When Friday October 18th 2019

An IHBC South Branch conference 
considering all that is good about wood 
in historic buildings

See next page for detailed itinerary

The Mark of 
the Conservation
Professional



Disabled parking is 
available immediately 
by Shaw House. For all  
others there is a 150m 
walk from the main 
carpark to the east.

The GWR mainline 
railway station is 
approximately 1 mile to 
the south.

Shaw House, 
Church Rd, 
Newbury, 
RG14 2DR

Time Speaker Job Title Topic

9-30am Tea / Coffee / Registration

9-40am Jonathan 
Clarke

Chairman IHBC South Branch Introduction & Welcome

9-45am – 10-45am Peter McCurdy McCurdy & Co
Craftsmen and Consultants

Understanding and repairing historic timber frames

10-45am – 11-
15am

Kevin Dunne Dunne & Co Review of a number of building case studies including, The Bird Cage in 
Thame, Nell Gwynn’s House & The Crooked House, Windsor 

11-15am Coffee / Tea Break

11-30am – 12-
45pm

Dr Jagjit Singh Director, Environmental 
Building Solutions Ltd.

Dry Rot, Wet Rot, Beetle infestation, 
Timber Decay & Moulds

A Threat to the Health of our Cultural Heritage, 
Health of Building Fabric & Occupants

12-45pm Lunch

1-30pm IHBC South Branch AGM
Tour of St Mary’s Church with David Willetts

2-00pm – 3-00pm
Catherine & 
Bernard Dru

Bernard Dru Oak Grade I House Case Study (Catherine)
Getting timber from the wood through the seasoning process (Bernard)

3-00pm – 4-00pm Dr Peter 
Gasson

Research Leader – Wood & 
Timber – Royal Botanic 

Gardens Kew

Wood inside and out
This talk will show what wood looks like under the microscope and how to 
identify various softwoods and hardwoods

Tea & Conference Close



Speaker Biographies

Peter McCurdy
BA(Architecture) Hons - Associate of Institute of Wood Science
Managing Director/Lead Consultant – McCurdy & Co, responsible for overseeing the repair and reconstruction of a wide range of historic timber framed structures for the National Trust, 
English Heritage, Historic Royal Palaces, Museums, Preservation Trusts, Corporate and private clients, working in the UK and overseas. Tutor/lecturer on timber repair courses at Singleton 
Museum and Universities
Course leader for English Heritage timber repair and conservation courses
Presentations to professional and training bodies, preservation organisations, Churchill Fellowship , Member of UK and International ICOMOS Wood Committees, Member of Institute of 
Wood Science, Member of TRADA Project Steering Committees

Kevin Dunn
We are a building and restoration company, specialising in the repair and restoration of period and listed buildings. Established for over thirty years, working mainly in Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire, Hampshire and London, we regularly work with conservation architects and organisations such as English Heritage. Our portfolio ranges from large scale professionally 
managed projects down to small, domestic repair works. We also construct new builds and extensions, as well as hard landscapes, courtyards, brick & flint walling.

Dr Jagjit Singh
Dr Jagjit Singh BSc MSc PhD CFIBiol FRSA FRSPH is the Managing Director of EBS Ltd., past President of ISBE International society for the Built Environment and specialises in 
biodeterioration of building materials, heritage conservation, building health problems and environmental health issues.  His current research focuses on inter-relationships of building 
structures and materials with their environments and occupants.
Dr Singh has a 1st Class BSc in biological sciences (Medical), a 1st Class MSc specialising in mycology and plant pathology and has continued studying mycology and pathology to PhD 
level, thus providing him with confidence in studying and investigating fungi, insect pests and dampness in the building environment.
Having worked as a building pathologist and environmental health scientist for the last 32 years, he had created the new subject of Building Mycology and Pathology. 



Speaker Biographies

Catherine & Bernard Dru

Bernard Dru Oak are premium quality suppliers of solid floorboards and bespoke parquet flooring. 
They have showrooms in both London and Exmoor, sourcing most of their wood from their own forest in Exmoor. Oak 
from Exmoor is notable for its wild flowery grain and particularly attractive colouring. Unusually amongst 
manufacturers, this oak is sustainably managed from woodlands in the Haddeo valley. This allows control over all 
stages of production and very careful grading.

Dr Peter Gasson

Peter has worked at Kew on plant anatomy, trees and wood related subjects for 40 years. Most of his current work 
revolves around the identification of wood in trade in relation to CITES (Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species) and EU Timber Regulations. We have one of the world’s largest and most extensive xylaria (wood 
collections) in the world with c.50,000 specimens and a similar number of reference microscope slides covering most 
woody plant families including nearly all the world’s commercial timbers. It is nearly always possible to identify a piece 
of wood to genus level.


